
 
The Teaching Process 
 

 

Grade Level: 4th Subject:  Reading, Social Studies, Math 

Lesson Title: Water Use in NM History – Creative Writing Lesson Length: 2 + hours 

Lesson Overview: 
Show read a text-only excerpt from The Shaman and the Water Serpent (written by NM author Jennifer Owens-Dewey, illustrated by 
Benton Yazzie.  Then they read a text/illustrations version of the same excerpt. Students compare the two experiences, reading with 
or without the text. They look for examples of how the author made the place and the people come alive. They look for information 
they were able to infer from the excerpt.  
 
Students choose a short passage about a water event in the desert, e.g. thunderstorm, opening an acequia, flash floods, etc..   The 
student will rewrite the piece in their own words, trying to add details about what the character saw, heard, felt, smelt, or even 
tasted if appropriate. 
 

Lesson Objectives:  

 Students analyze writing and illustrations to see how they complement each other.  Do they restate the same things? 

 Students examine details and examples that help the event come to life. What does it say explicitly? What can you infer? 

 Students write an effective narrative about a water event that is described briefly. They choose a character or themselves to 
make the event come to life for the reader. What emotions does the piece evoke in the reader? 
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