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Questions? Comments? Submissions?
Send them to RACHEL STONE at rstone@abcwua.org or call 289-3071

Valle de Oro Transmission Line 
Realignment
November 2022 - December 2022

A 36-inch transmission line was lowered and realigned 
to make room for two concrete box culverts that will 
be built over the line by AMAFCA to improve drainage 
in the Barr Interior Drain and Barr Spur Drain. 
Project Manager: Luis Ordóñez

SWRP Power Loop A & B (Phase 1)
March 2019-December 2022

This award-winning project at the Southside 
Reclamation Plant included a new Facility Isolation 
Station (FIS-B) and reconfiguration of two 15 kV 
power loops to eliminate troublesome power taps and 
singular points of failure.
Project Manager: Charles Lee

Capital 
Improvement 
Corner
The Planning and Engineering 
Division’s primary function is 
to improve Albuquerque and 
Bernalillo County’s water and sewer 
infrastructure. Annually, at least $60 
million (the budget usually grows 
each year) is earmarked for capital 
improvement projects overseen by 
the central engineering group. Here 
is a snapshot of the projects they’ve 
completed in the last few months.

Follow us on
Facebook &
Instagram!

82

Certifications, Promotions, and Degrees
Utility Technician Line 
Maintenance Level 1 (Training 
Specialist: Joseph Perkins)
Michael Espinoza
David Garcia
Eric Gonzales-Martinez
Michael Peralta

Utility Technician Line 
Maintenance Level 3 (Training 
Specialist: Joseph Perkins)
Henry Anaya
Christopher Cordova
Raymond Jenkins Jr.
Andreal Martinez
Francisco Reyes

Journeyman Utility Technician 
Groundwater Level (Training 
Specialist: Arcenio Madrid)
Robert Sanchez
Charles Thomas

Wastewater Worker Tech Level 
(Instructor: Aimee Ashton):
Michael Elkins
Alejandro Garcia
Isaac Hernandez-Mendoza
Xavier Martinez
Anthony Silva

Wastewater Worker Level 2 
(Instructor: Aimee Ashton):
Raymond Sanchez III

Utility Maintenance Mechanic 
Level 1 (Instructor: Aimee Ashton):
Frederick Montoya

Treatment Plant Operator Level 2 
(Instructor: Tamara Beaty):
John Freeman

Treatment Plant Operator Level 4 
(Instructor: Tamara Beaty):
Ebrahim Nouristani

State of New Mexico Water Supply 
Level 4 Certification:
Robert Sanchez
Charles Thomas

State of New Mexico Water Supply 
Level 3 Certification:
Henry Anaya
Christopher Cordova
Raymond Jenkins Jr.
Andreal Martinez
Francisco Reyes

State of New Mexico Wastewater 
Systems Level 4 Certification:
Ebrahim Nourestani

Employees who’ve successfully 
obtained their college degree:
JSophia Augustine – Associate 
of Applied Science in Business 
Administration
Anthony Miller – Associates in 
Business Administration
Amberly Mirabal – Associate 
of Applied Science in Business 
Administration
Carlos Anthony Sena – 
Associate of Applied Science 
in Integrated Studies and 
Associate of Arts in Liberal Arts

Promotions:
Robert E. Gallegos was 
promoted to O&M Supervisor 
(Clean Water) 
Amberly Mirabal was promoted 
to Senior Office Specialist 
(SJWTP)

The Water Authority congratulates the following employees for their hard work and accomplishments
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Enhanced Habitat at SWRP Outfall

Funding Priorities for 2023

The outfall from the Southside Water 
Reclamation Plant (SWRP), where 

Albuquerque’s treated wastewater 
flows into the Rio Grande, will soon see 
improvements aimed at benefiting the 
South Valley community as well as multiple 
endangered species. A $4.3 million 
overhaul is in the works that will include 
a new pedestrian and cycling path and 
habitat enhancements for fish and wildlife 
on the eastern riverbank.

There will be no modifications to the 
mouth of the outfall itself. The project 
will alter the adjacent riverbank to allow 
for SWRP’s clean discharge effluent to 
mix with Rio Grande water in a floodplain 
habitat specifically designed for the Rio 
Grande Silvery Minnow. Water Rights 
Program Manager Diane Agnew said that 
by improving the movement and quality of 
water in the area, the enhanced riverbank 
will provide a more suitable environment 
for fish to lay their eggs and hatch 
their young. The project also involves 
the removal of non-native vegetation, 

restoring the riverbank to a natural 
floodplain, and the establishment of a 
native riparian habitat.

She explained, “When we’ve monitored 
the Rio Grande Silvery Minnow, we 
discovered that they, and other fish, prefer 
our outfall water because it’s consistent, 
of high-quality, and has hospitable 
temperatures. This project will help to 
support the local ecosystem and ensure 
that fish populations continue to thrive in 
the years to come.”

Agnew’s team has already received 
more than $900,000 in capital outlay 
grants to cover design and permitting 
for the project. Agnew hopes additional 
funding will come this year to cover the 
construction costs. 

“The SWRP Outfall Restoration Project 
will create a space that has the potential 
to benefit multiple endangered species 
besides the Silvery Minnow, like the 
Southwestern Flycatcher and the Yellow-
Billed Cuckoo. And, Water Authority 
employees and their families will be able 

to come and enjoy the trails through the 
Bosque in this area and see the restored 
native riparian habitat. Hopefully, they will 
catch a glimpse of a porcupine or beaver, 
too,” said Agnew.

Construction of the restoration project is 
slated to begin next winter. 

This rendering shows how a widened outfall 
channel will help create spawning areas for the 
Rio Grande Silvery Minnow.

Legislative funding requests in 2023 will focus on water reclamation 
and reuse infrastructure as well as enhanced monitoring of the 

Kirtland Air Force Base (KAFB) jet fuel spill, according to Chief Planning 
Officer Liz Anderson.

“These priorities align with policies outlined in our long-term 
planning strategy, Water 2120,” said Anderson. “They will improve 
and expand the availability of safe drinking water for the greater 
Albuquerque area.”

Two major reuse projects are among the funding requests. The first 
is the West Side Water Reuse Project, which is currently in the design 
phase. This project includes a new water reclamation and reuse system 
that will provide 3 to 5 million gallons per day of non-potable water for 
irrigation and industry use on the westside of Albuquerque. The other 
component is a “north-to-south” pipeline that will connect the Water 
Authority’s two existing non-potable water systems on the east side, 
expanding reuse capabilities across the city. 

“This project will provide drought resiliency and maximize water 

reuse,” said Anderson. “The idea is to save our drinking water by using 
reclaimed water on golf courses, parks, and other landscapes with high 
water needs. It will be a win-win for our community.”

The other priority area, the KAFB Bulk Fuel Facility spill, has been a 
concern for many years.

“The Water Authority has been diligent in monitoring for 
groundwater contamination near the spill,” said Anderson. “The 
ethylene dibromide (EDB) in the jet fuel poses a threat to the safety and 
quality of the water supply for communities in the surrounding area.”

She said the Water Authority is seeking funding for more monitoring 
wells to track the spread of EDB and to fill data gaps in order to ensure 
effective remediation. 

The Water Authority relies on state and federal funding for projects 
that can’t be sustained solely through rate-payer dollars. Keeping these 
priorities visible to legislators improves the likelihood that they are 
funded and completed which helps to ensure access to safe and reliable 
water for years to come.

Charles Lee’s project included a new 
switchgear design that allows employees 
to perform their required electrical tasks 
in an area safe and structurally separate 

from hazards.




